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Hence, this made the creative process of 
What If a cross-road of sorts, in which 
many different backgrounds, experiences 
and lenses played a role in shaping each 
piece. What If has been a collaboration 
between designers and artists, traditional 
theatre-making and New Media, people 
with disabilities and people without 
disabilities. Each step of the way, an effort 
was made to translate different languages 
and points of view to one another. This 
whole process of collaborating across 
differences was one of learning. 

The cast, designers and creative team of What If in 
Tzu Chi Humanistic Youth Centre for devising process, 

before Covid-19 restrictions. 

Through this piece2
, we hope to share 

our experience of trying, for the first 
time to make an original, devised and 
digital production with a very diverse 
team, with the aim of spotlighting the 
perspectives of our cast who have 
disabilities. This piece is an 
amalgamation of the voices of each of 
us who were involved in this process, 
and our experiences, based on a series 
of interviews ArtsWok, as the festival 
producer, conducted with the cast, 
designers, production manager, and 
directors. We hope that these sharings 
of obstacles we ran into along the way, 
and things we learnt, might create 
questions, and points of consideration, 
for anyone in the arts and outside, 
hoping to do a collaboration with 
disability as one of the factors in mind. 
We do not dai m expertise nor 
prescriptions on how to shape a 
production, but hope that our work with 
What If might provoke you into thinking 
further, and inspire you to start 
collaborating with people whom you 
might not have thought of connecting 
with before.3 

2

We have used the preferred gender pronouns of all the interviewees in this piece. 
3 

For a broader overview of the processes of What If, informed by art and performance theory, please read the 
embedded writings by Ariane Vanco and Corrie Tan. 

Community Inspirations, February 2021 4 

https://peerpleasure.org/our-process-reflections.html
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